RESOLUTION 2024-XX-XXX
Resolution in support of the Quebec government's analysis of the proposal to create a protected area in the RCM of XXXXXX

WHEREAS	Quebec adopted the new Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, whose flagship target is to protect 30% of the world's land and oceans (target 3) by 2030; and
 
WHEREAS	to achieve this target, municipalities and RCMs are called upon to play a key strategic role, given their expertise in land-use planning; and
 
WHEREAS	Quebec currently protects nearly 17% of its continental landmass and just over 10% of its marine and coastal environments, and ecosystems south of the 49th parallel are under-represented; and
 
WHEREAS	at present, XX% (XX km2) of the territory of the XXXXX RCM is designated as a protected area; and

WHEREAS 	the XXXX RCM wishes to play an active role in protecting the natural and semi-natural environments on its territory; and

WHEREAS	[name of the project leader] has submitted a protected area project proposal on the territory of the XXX RCM as part of the government of Quebec’s call for protected area projects on public territory; and
 
WHEREAS	the area covered by the proposal contains [ecological characteristics] and at least XX species at risk; and
 
WHEREAS	the land use and development plan (LUD) of the XXXXX RCM has [development guidelines] as its planning guideline (reference section no. in the LUD) and has set XX objectives for this purpose, i.e. [objectives]; and
 
WHEREAS 	the LUD of the XXXXX RCM has identified the area covered by this proposal as an area of natural/ecological interest; and
 
WHEREAS 	the XXXXX RCM has positioned itself in favour of the strategic plan for recreation and tourism by [specific actions in the strategic plan]; and 
 
WHEREAS 	the impact of [identified threats] in the area covered by the proposal represents a significant risk to [consequences of the identified threats], potentially affecting the habitat of the vulnerable species or exceptional environment identified in the area; and
WHEREAS	Under the Natural Heritage Conservation Act (R.S.Q., c. C-61.01), a protected area means “a geographically defined expanse of land or water established under a legal and administrative framework designed specifically to ensure the protection and maintenance of biological diversity and of related natural and cultural resources”; and
WHEREAS	analysis and consultation phases will be carried out by the government and will make it possible to characterise the area and gather all the information needed to take an informed decision on the areas to prioritize for protection in the region; and

[bookmark: _Int_zadDX1TE]WHEREAS	the prioritisation of areas to be protected will consider the views of regional stakeholders;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that XXXXX hereby endorses the analysis by the government of Quebec’s of XXXX protected area proposal.
